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Orangutan Appeal UK - £5,000

Centre de Rehabilitation des Primates de Lwiro - £4,955

VulPro - £5,000

Red Panda Network Forest Sponsorship Scheme - £209

Wildlife Vets International - £5,000

N/a’an ku sê Carnivore Research - £4,984

Elephant Orphanage Project - £5,000

The Hornbill Research Foundation - £343

Save the Rhinos International - £6,294

Komodo Survival Programme - £3,490

Orangutan Foundation - £6,000

Sumatran Orangutan Society - £5,000

International Otter Survival Fund - £4,970

Project Washu - £5,000

Free the Bears - £5,000

AEECL - £1,797

Colchester Zoo and Action for the Wild purchased land
to form the UmPhafa Private Nature Reserve in 2005.
We have since been working to rehabilitate the land and
recreate the historical animal populations on the reserve.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated over £251,000
to ensure the continued running of the reserve, from
employing field rangers and reserve management staff,
to releasing additional wildlife species and ensuring
their continued protection.

KEY EVENTS ON THE RESERVE
• Throughout 2017, the
reserve management team
have continued with rock
packing of the perimeter
fence in preparation for
predator release. This will
be completed in early 2018.
• We housed 3 female wild
dogs in our boma, before
moving them to Somkhanda
in November to be paired
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with males before release
in 2018.
• In March, we welcomed new
management to the reserve,
Neil Bone and Aby Spanton.
They enjoyed carrying out
an aerial game count in
September to give us a more
reliable count of animals.
• In July and August, we
released 61 impala and

46 blesbok and both groups have
bred succesfully. Our other species
have also continued to breed as
we welcomed the arrival of 2 rhino
calves, along with 5 ostrich chicks,
doubling our existing population.

65 interns

visited the reserve in 2017,
staying for a total of

68 months

In 2018, we will continue with our work to promote
and protect the wildlife populations on UmPhafa and
also look forward to some exciting developments with
our internship scheme.
We will see the third college undertake a bulk
booking of placements on the reserve in April/May
to help us research and further our understanding
of the flora and fauna on the reserve.

2017 GAME COUNT FIGURES OF VISIBLE SPECIES
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29
56
213
160
26
9
305
116

White Rhino
Giraffe
Red Hartebeest
Impala
Blesbok
Common Reedbuck
Mountain Reedbuck
Zebra
Waterbuck

32
495
42
222
258
30
10
8

Nyala
Kudu
Duiker
Warthog
Blue Wildebeest
Eland
Ostrich
Bushbuck
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Orangutan Appeal uk

For many decades, rescued wild
and rehabilitated orangutans had
been released into Tabin Wildlife
Reserve, Borneo, without
any effective post release
monitoring data.
Without constant tracking and
collection of data it is unknown
whether the orangutans are
successfully adapting after their
re-introduction into the wild.

The TABIN POST RELEASE MONITORING PROJECT
(PRMP) is an intensive orangutan monitoring and
rehabilitation programme.
ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £5,000 in 2017.

The Tabin post-release monitoring
project is now in its 9th year and
has collected many thousands of
hours of intensive behavioural
data for each released individual.
In 2017, a male orangutan,
named Tiger, was released into
the reserve and within a couple
of weeks he was moving freely
through the forest, building nests
and foraging.

2017 welcomed the 5th baby
to the re-introduced female
orangutans and, early in the
year, it was decided to stop
tracking the five longer term
residents. This is to prevent
their offspring getting used
to humans.

5

VulPro

VULPRO is working to halt the decline of
vultures throughout Africa.
ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £5,000 in 2017.

During 2017, VulPro
undertook annual cliff
nesting surveys at eight
Cape vulture colonies
to determine breeding
pairs and nestlings and
fledglings.

2,052 pairs

were recorded in 2017
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Power lines still pose the
largest threat to vultures
in South Africa. VulPro has
undertaken power-line surveys
since 2014 in order to mitigate
as many lines and structures
as possible.

During 2017, a total of 78.8km
of power lines were surveyed.
During these surveys, a total
of 40 vulture fatalities were
identified. Reports pertaining
to all these incidents have been
submitted, including suggested
measures required to mitigate
these structures.

Wildlife vets
International

Wildlife vets in range countries
who are tasked with dealing with
wild tiger issues do not have
access to relevant information
necessary for their job.
The new website will include
modules on basic tiger biology,
disease in wild tigers, field
anaesthesia, clinical aspects,
sampling and testing for health
screening, pathology, parasitology,
© Wildlife Vets International

Through its Tiger Health Programme, WILDLIFE VETS
INTERNATIONAL provides clinical services, on-site
training, disease investigation and research activities for
a variety of wild tiger projects in different countries.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £5,000
to start producing a web-based information service,
the ‘Wild Tiger Health Centre’, which will disseminate
up-to-date information on tiger health issues, provide basic
online training and establish connectivity between vets.

toxicology, mitigating tiger-human
conflicts, translocation, principles
of reintroduction, rehabilitation
of injured and orphaned tigers,
literature relevant to veterinary
aspects of wild tigers, and a
contact list of experienced vets
and biologists that are willing to
help others.
Throughout 2017, an offline version
has been started, with hope that

the site will become live by mid
2018. Wildlife Vets International
intends to populate the website
progressively, but will start with
a review of disease in wild tigers.
This ‘one-stop’ hub will go a
long way to supporting the
field vets and increasing their
capabilities, confidence and
usefulness to tiger conservation.
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THE ELEPHANT ORPHANAGE PROJECT (EOP)
is working to rescue, rehabilitate and release
orphaned elephants as a direct result of poaching.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated
£5,000 to help provide food and medical
treatment for the orphans.

Elephant Orphanage Project

The ELEPHANT ORPHANAGE PROJECT has two camps:

Lilayi Elephant
Nursery

Kafue Release
Facility

where keepers provide
constant care and feeding for

for those that need less time
with humans, preparing them
for release back into the wild.

6 young orphans
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At Kafue
there are 12

juvenile/sub-adult elephants.
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of these are working towards
independence, spending less than
20% of nights within the protective
boma (enclosure) as they explore
their wild surroundings.
© Elephant Orphanage Project

Save the Rhinos
International

Hluhluwe-iMfolozi National Park is an important
stronghold for black and white rhinoceroses; however,
it is facing increasing threats of rhino poaching.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £6,294.15

Unfortunately, as in the
rest of South Africa,
rhino poaching continues
at incredibly high levels.
Action for the Wild’s 2017
donation has ensured
rangers at Hluhluwe-iMfolozi
Park have received essential
first aid training, tailored
to their needs in the bush.

The rest of the 2017 donation
will provide necessary
equipment for the rangers,
such as hydration packs.
Such equipment allows field
rangers to camp in harder to
reach areas of the reserve
in order to cover areas that
poachers are exploiting.

© Save the Rhinos
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The ORANGUTAN FOUNDATION is working to save orangutans
by protecting their tropical forest habitat, working with
local communities, and promoting research and education.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £6,000 for a
veterinarian’s salary and associated translocation costs
necessary to perform a number of orangutan rescues.

The Lamandau Wildlife Reserve
operates an orangutan
soft release programme
and receives orangutans
translocated from threatened
areas, such as community
land and fragmented sections
of forest.
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The Orangutan Foundation
is supporting over 300
reintroduced orangutans with
regular health check-ups,
monitoring and protection.
They employ 30 full time staff
to work within 5 release
camps and currently have

Orangutan Foundation

10 orangutans in the soft release
programme.

In 2017, 14 orangutans and 28
other animal species were rescued
and handed over to the Foundation
and translocated onto the reserve.

© Orangutan Foundation

International Otter
Survival Fund

In Asia there are very few
scientists working on otters
and their habitats. Following
a series of International Otter
Survival Fund workshops, work
is now ongoing in communities,
through country networks linked
together by the Asian Otter
Conservation Network.
© Carol Bennetto

The INTERNATIONAL OTTER SURVIVAL FUND is working
to provide a series of workshops to train people
in otter field techniques, public awareness programmes,
law enforcement and conservation issues.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £4,970 to the
INTERNATIONAL OTTER SURVIVAL FUND.

In April 2017, as a result of a
meeting with the Asian Otter
conservation network, four
regional coordinators have
been appointed in Indonesia,
Nepal, Taiwan and Iraq.
Their role is to encourage more
interaction between people in
their region, identify priorities,

develop appropriate education
material and coordinate research.
Laos, Myanmar and China are major
hubs for illegal trade so the next
workshop, part funded by Action
for the Wild, will encourage crossborder collaboration to counter the
illegal trade and encourage better law
enforcement and otter protection.
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FREE THE BEARS is working to protect, preserve
and enrich the lives of bears throughout the
world by offering a safe sanctuary for bears
rescued from the illegal wildlife trade.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £5,000
to help build a quarantine facility for a new bear
sanctuary in Laos.

Over the past 15 years, over

50 moon bears
and sun bears
have been confiscated in Laos
from poachers and wildlife
traders, or have been donated
by people who had previously
kept them as trophy pets.
In 2017 alone, 10 bears
were rescued from the illegal
12

wildlife trade, whilst efforts to end
the practise of bear bile farming
in Laos continue to move ahead.
During 2017, Free the Bears
constructed a new bear house
and 2,000m2 enclosure to
re-home 7 moon bears from the
overcrowded Tat Kuang Si Bear
Rescue Centre.
A new cub hand rearing/nursery

Free the Bears

area is also under construction
to care for rescued cubs. Phase 1
of a brand new quarantine facility
for the new sanctuary was also
completed.
This first stage of the quarantine
facility has been completed in
preparation for the arrival of
around 20 bears from the first
bile farm closure in Laos,
hopefully in early 2018.
© Free the Bears

Centre de Rehabilitation
des Primates de Lwiro

The CRPL offers a permanent
solution for the increasing
number of orphaned great apes
confiscated around KahuziBiega National Park in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
Action for the Wild’s 2017
donation was used to provide

fresh fruit and vegetables
© Marcus Westberg

The CENTRE DE REHABILITATION DES PRIMATES
DE LWIRO (CRPL) works to care for and
rehabilitate orphaned primates.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £4,955.30
to provide all animals in the care of the CRPL
with a high standard of nutrition.

for CRPL’s 173 primates for
10 weeks in the period April
2017 to June 2017.
This funding helps local
communities, as the sanctuary
buys all the food from local
markets, helping them to see
the benefits of having the
sanctuary in their village and

increasing their acceptance
of conservation.
By assisting with the running
costs, CRPL can continue to
receive confiscated animals
and contribute to Congolese
law in protecting these
primates from poaching and
the pet trade.
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The RED PANDA NETWORK is committed to the
conservation of wild red pandas and their habitat
through the education and empowerment
of local communities.
ACTION FOR THE WILD teams up annually
with other European Zoos to support a forest
guardian scheme.

A forest guardian monitors and
protects red panda habitats,
as well as educates communities
on the importance of the species.
European zoos have helped fund
8 of the 72 Red Panda Network
supported forest guardians in 2017.
14

Free the
Bears
Red Panda
Network
Forest Guardian
Sponsorship Scheme

This support benefits not only
the red pandas, but provides
employment and development
within the local community,
giving them a sense of pride
in protecting this endangered
species, with income generated
from sustainable means.
© Scott Davey © Red Panda Network

N/a’an ku sê Large Carnivore
Conservation Research Project

© N/a’an ku sê

N/a’an ku sê LARGE CARNIVORE CONSERVATION
RESEARCH PROJECT responds to widespread
human-carnivore conflict across Namibian farmland.
In 2017, Action for the Wild donated £4,984 to
purchase a GPS collar for a spotted hyena from the
Kanaan south clan and to purchase other essential
research items in 2017/2018.

The project works with local
farmers and land owners to
conserve viable large carnivore
populations, and also engage
farmers with practical,
cost-effective and non-lethal
tools to manage carnivores.

Throughout 2017, 71 conflict
calls were swiftly answered
from landowners.

Since 2008, the Large
Carnivore Conservation
Programme and Rapid
Response Unit have released

At the end of June 2017, the
team successfully collared
a male spotted hyena from
the Kanaan north clan.

138 large carnivores back

into the wild, and have worked
with more than 740 farmers.

Mbembe, named after one of
Colchester Zoo’s hyenas, has
enabled the team to record
22 confirmed kill sites,
and 12 confirmed scavenge
sites from the local spotted
hyenas. GPS points have led
to three cave locations, four
successful hunting locations,
and the spatial boundaries
of his family’s territory is
estimated at over 920km²!
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The HORNBILL RESEARCH FOUNDATION,
set up in 1978, conducts biological research
on wild hornbills.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated
£343.05 to sponsor 3 family groups of hornbills.

Action for the Wild’s donation
helped sponsor family groups
of rhinoceros, helmeted and

white-crowned hornbills.

In southern and western Thailand,
villagers used to make extra
money by selling hornbill chicks
at markets.
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© Hornbill Research Foundation

Nowadays, 46 villagers are
funded to collect hornbill
biological data from the very nests
they poached. This contributes
to raising awareness and

involves the local communities
in active conservation work.

Free theResearch
Bears
The Hornbill
Foundation

Data collected allows researchers
to monitor the hornbill populations.
Combining information from this
data provides an overall picture
of the behaviour and ecology
of the hornbills, and will hopefully
assist in determining indicators
of reproductive success and high
survival rates.

Komodo Survival
Programme

This project, implemented in
the Wae Wuul Nature Reserve,
was developed to protect the
remnant Komodo dragon
population and avoid expansion
of habitat encroachment.
The project has four main
components:
• Community awareness
• Patrolling and law enforcement
© Komodo Survival Programme

The Komodo Survival Programme aims to protect
and monitor Komodo dragons and their habitat
with the involvement of the local community.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £3,490.41
to cover support of the project between 2014
and 2017.

• Involving the local community
in protection and conservation
• Capacity building
In 2017, training on ecotourism
has been conducted in north
Flores, designed to provide
capacity building for local
communities, so they can gain
benefit from the presence of
Komodo dragons in their area.

Komodo dragon distribution
surveys on west and southwest Flores were also
conducted. Unfortunately most
of their habitat on the west
coast is not protected, so the
goal is to save the last Komodo
dragon habitat left on the west
part of Flores outside of the
Wae Wuul Nature Reserve.
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The SUMATRAN ORANGUTAN SOCIETY is working
to stop deforestation to ensure that Sumatran
orangutans have a habitat for many years to come.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD donated £5,000
towards reclaiming and restoring 75 hectares
of Gunung Leuser National Park.

Twenty years ago, an area the size
of 75 football fields was illegally
turned into oil palm plantations in
the Gunung Leuser National Park.
In February 2017, more than 11,000
illegally planted oil-palms were
cut down and, in April, a seedling
nursery was built with capacity for
18

30,000 seedlings to be nurtured

before planting.

Planting began in June 2017, and
the total number of trees planted
to date is 33,000, representing
30 species over 30 hectares.
This is already a huge effort to
restore the 70 hectares devastated
of lush rainforest.

Sumatran Orangutan
Society

The team in Sumatra are also
working with local communities,
transforming them into
conservation ambassadors,
and guardians of the ecosystem.

© Sumatran Orangutan Society

Project Washu

Proyecto Washu use a
community-integrating approach
to save the Ecuadorian Choco
forest and its species, like
the brown-headed spider
monkey, which is listed on
the top 25 most endangered
primates globally.
The Tesoro Escondido
Cooperative (Coop. TE), in the
Esmeraldas Province brings
© Proyecto Washu

Proyecto Washu is combining conservation,
research and community development goals to
protect the brown-headed spider monkey of Ecuador.
In 2017, Action for the Wild donated £5,000
towards equipment and materials for research
and education sessions.

together 50 families, mainly
farmers, who own 3,000 ha of
rainforest. The goal of this project
is to initiate focused participatory
community conservation by
studying brown-headed spider
monkey populations in the
region of Manabi, identifying
priority conservation areas and
empowering these communities to
conserve these priority forests.

Environmental education
sessions work with children
and young people to
improve their knowledge
on local biodiversity and its
threats by cultivating their
understanding of the forest
and the importance of its

conservation.
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AEECL aims to advance the understanding and
conservation of Madagascar’s lemurs through
scientific research, captive propagation and
protection of their natural habitat.
In 2017, ACTION FOR THE WILD re-joined this
lemur consortium by donating our £1,797.55
membership fee.

The Sahamalaza region in
Madagascar has been the
AEECL’s focus of scientific
and conservation interest
since 1988. The AEECL
aims to protect the habitat
and ecosystems within the
Sahamalaza peninsula, monitor
and increase lemur populations
and be a strong conservation
ambassador for the area.
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Each year, AEECL sponsors
50% of the salary for 70
teachers. There is an evaluated
education programme with
a strong message about
environmental issues.
Many schools have been renovated
and in October 2017 the AEECL
finished building its 2nd new
school in the village of Ambinda.

AEECL (Association Européenne pour

l’Étude et la Conservation des Lémuriens)

During 2017, the AEECL have
been involved in the establishment
of firebreaks around the forest
of Ankarafa, hosted forty
students from the University
of Antananarivo, who came to
Sahamalaza to participate in a
regional reforestation scheme,
and helped to transport the
seedlings. In total, 2500 plants
from 11 species were reforested.
© Gary Batters

Fisher’s Estuarine Moth
Breeding Programme
Our first larva was hatched on

9th APRIL 2017
and the last on

The Fisher’s Estuarine Moth is a rare and highly
threatened species primarily found on Skipper’s
Island off the north Essex Coast.
ACTION FOR THE WILD donates technical assistance
to support this programme via an offshow area
to promote the captive breeding of this species.
In Spring 2017, egg batches from our 2016 breeding
programme were put out at the National Trust’s
Copt Hall and Cudmore Grove.

16th APRIL 2017

A cold spell just before hatching meant only half
our egg batches produced caterpillars.

In total

33 LARVA

were placed across 14 plants and
the first moth to emerge was on

13th SEPTEMBER 2017
and the last on

3rd OCTOBER 2017
In total

5 MOTHS
emerged;

3 MALES and
2 FEMALES

© Micky Andrews

2015

2016

2017

Batches of eggs

5

10

5

Number of caterpillars emerged

48

60

33

1 to 2

1 to 3

2

Number of caterpillars put on each net
We had

2 PAIRS

in total and

1 PAIR
produced
3 BATCHES
of eggs

Number of moths emerged

11 (6.5) 15 (9.6)

5 (3.2)

Number of pairs formed

8

5

2

Number of pairs laid

7

5

1

Number of egg batches laid

14

27

3
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More Information
If you would like further details
on the charities supported through
Action for the Wild, please visit:
www.actionforthewild.org
If you would like to know more
about becoming an intern on our
UmPhafa Nature Reserve in South
Africa, please visit:

To find out more about
adopting an animal or
our animal experiences,
please visit:
www.colchesterzoo.org

Thank you for your support

© Tom Smith

© David Marsay

www.umphafa.org

